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Priest found guilty of molesting parishioners
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LINDA RICHARDSON

The Sault Star

A former Anglican priest was found guilty Monday of molesting five young female parishioners in the 1960s and
1970s.

Kenneth Gibbs was convicted of eight counts of indecent assault, offences that occurred when he was a minister at
churches in Chapleau and Elliot Lake.

Superior Court Justice Edward Koke found the 76-year-old
Belleville resident not guilty of one charge involving a sixth
complainant.

Four of the now middle-age victims, comforted the sobbing,
shaking 41-year-old woman after the judge said he was left
with a reasonable doubt as to whether the Crown had
proven its case on the count involving her.

A publication ban prohibits reporting any evidence that
might identify the victims.

Gibbs served as minister of St. John's Anglican Church in
Chapleau from 1966 to 1971 and was at St. Peter the
Apostle Church in Elliot Lake from 1971 to 1980.

He will return to the Sault Ste. Marie courthouse Dec. 2 for
sentencing.

Advertisement

Prosecutor Mike Kelly asked the judge to remand Gibbs in custody.

"He's now been found guilty,'' the assistant Crown attorney said, indicating "the Crown will be asking for a substantial
custodial sentence.''

As an alternative if the court wasn't inclined to do that, Kelly suggested Gibbs be placed on a recognizance with
conditions.

Koke opted for a $5,000 (no deposit) recognizance, with conditions and a requirement that Gibbs turn over his
passport to Belleville police.
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During a nine-day trial in September, the six women described incidents where Gibbs fondled their breasts or vagina
or exposed himself when they were children.

A 45-year-old woman testified Gibbs regularly played what he called the "worm game" with her from the time she was
eight to 12 years old.

She said he digitally penetrated her while he placed her hand on his penis and moved it up and down.

Another vicim, now 40, told the court about a "secret tickle game'' Gibbs would play with her during family visits to the
church rectory in Elliot Lake.

The woman said she was about six or seven when Gibbs would have her sit on his lap, then put his hands in her
pants and touch her vagina.

When he testified Gibbs denied the allegations, but admitted to touching one complainant on three occasions.

Koke pointed to the evasiveness and inconsistencies in Gibbs' testimony and called the former minister's version of
one of the incidents "simply not believable.''

He also referred to Gibbs' evidence about a phone call he received from a mother of one of the girls and a church
warden who received a complaint from the woman.

Gibbs indicated he took no steps to clear the air with the family or the warden.

"He stated that he treated the complaint as a 'joke kind of thing,''' Koke said.

"If in fact there was no merit to these allegations I find his response thereto, or lack of response thereto,
incomprehensible.''

One would think if Gibbs was innocent of such serious allegations he would have gone out of his way to assert his
innocence and take affirmative steps to preserve his relationship with the family and his reputation in the community,
Koke said.

In describing the testimony of the complainants, the judge used words such as credible, straight forward and clear,
with no "hostility or anger towards Rev. Gibbs."

He noted similarities involving five of the victims:

All were members of Gibbs' church and he occupied a position of authority and trust to them;

All were prepubescent when the incidents occurred;

All testified about incidents that occurred in the church building or rectory on Sundays;

The touching occurred on a regular and frequent basis over an extended period of time;

Other members of the congregation or family members were nearby when the touching took place.
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